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Arnett’s Corner

Transformational Educational Experience

Since I joined the movement in August 2011, one of the most 
common comments I have heard from students, alumni and 
staff is that: “the UWC experience has transformed me.”  
Personally for me I can certainly echo this.  I am beginning 
to develop a much wider sense of the issues that face both 
the whole world and regions of the world; seeing questions 
and problems from a much wider range of perspectives.   I 
feel (others may disagree) that I am more sensitive to the needs 
of different cultures and individuals.  These are just some small 
examples of the transformational aspect for a leader of a UWC College; the student 
transformational experience is even larger.

At the heart of this transformational educational experience is the UWC Educational Model.  In 
February this year, the International Board approved the educational model (see figure 1) 
which captivates the UWC experience.

For those of us who are part of the UWC movement one can hopefully reflect on how the 
different aspects of the UWC educational model result in this “transformational experience”.    
Consider all those experiences that you have had in terms of an education that is: “service; 
active; academic; social; personal and outdoor.”  Whether it be that experience of kayaking on 
open water;  helping to build a school in Cambodia; debating with fellow roomies on a world 
or regional issue where you have very different views; these are some of those experiences 
which when added together means that a UWC education is truly transformational.

When I listen and talk to students, staff and alumni it is clear to me that each of us who are 
fortunate to be a part of this UWC movement, have deep long lasting positive experiences. 
This issue of Synergy highlights in particular this ‘transformational’ experience.

In Peace

Arnett
Comments, feedback and 
submission of articles: 
please email to 
office@lpcuwc.edu.hk for any 
comments or submitting articles for 
upcoming issue of Synergy in 
October 2014.

UWC Mission
UWC makes education a force to unite people,

nations and cultures for peace and a sustainable future

UWC Values
International and intercultural understanding I The celebration of difference

Personal responsibility and integrity I Mutual reponsibility and respect
Compassion and service I Respect for the environment

A sense of idealism I Personal challenge I Action and personal example

Figure 1 – UWC Educational Model



Cover Story

You know that feeling when you go to a place and your heart starts pumping faster and faster and the 
butterflies in your stomach start flying in all directions and your eyes start getting wet and you know 
that this is the place where you belong? That happened to me when I was 12 years old.

I fell in love with the ocean.

It didn’t happen instantly. Rather, the feeling crept up on me slowly. From that sea bed that took my 
breath away, to that occasional octopus that camouflaged itself, to the school of fish and the forest of 
corals that I thought I would never know the names of.

Sometimes, you hear about global warming, rising sea levels, polar bears dying, and you tell yourself 
you will switch off the air conditioner. But I was not content with that. The materialistic world is causing 
people to ignore the fact that hundreds and thousands of lives are sacrificed for immediate monetary 
return. I need to show people how beautiful and amazing the world is. I need to let them feel how I 
feel about the ocean! Instead of letting them know that earth needs help, I want to make them fall in 
love with nature, so that they will take the initiative to protect our home.

That is how I joined Coral Monitoring, a challenging service in LPC where I get to promote ocean 
awareness to the community, learn fish, coral and invertebrate identification and dive in Hoi Ha Wan 
Marine Park to collect vital coral health data for scientists from different organizations around the 
world. Coral Monitoring allowed me to have an insight on my future. I changed a few people’s lives 
during my years in LPC by introducing them to Coral Monitoring and I hope I can change more lives 
with the knowledge I learned from LPC in the future.

LPC makes everything possible.  

UWC – A truly transformational experience 
In this issue, we have invited five existing LPC students to share with us their most transformational experience at LPC. 

Jolie Lau from Hong Kong,
LPC year 2 student

UWC is a dream. LPC is when this dream becomes a reality. LPC is a challenge, we never know what 
is coming next but we face it bettering ourselves. At the beginning you are surrounded by unknown 
people in an unknown place. This is very hard, for everyone. In a UWC you can’t let yourself give up 
because of all the faith your National Committee has put in you, for all the unconditional support of 
those that stayed back home and because of all the incredible people from all over the word you live 
with. You cannot fail them. You cannot fail yourself. And you won’t. 

This experience has shaped me in a very unique way. The education I’m receiving is far away from 
books. I find myself immerged in an undiscovered, eye-opening and always surprising world where 
education means service, intercultural understanding, differences, respect, challenges, responsibility 
and personal example. I’m sure this is transforming me, but I’m not afraid since I’m also sure that this 
new person is still me in essence. 

Now it’s time for me to spread out this transformation; to have an impact; to change the lives not only 
of those that are next to me but also the lives of strangers and the lives of those that seem to live very 
far away but in reality are the closest to my heart. 

Education, personal challenge, transformation, opportunities, Li Po Chun. Thank you United World 
College.

Miren Salazar from Spain,
LPC year 1 student
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The Verbatim Theatre project week was one of the most rewarding and impactful UWC experiences 
that developed my interest in drama and changed the way I see refugees in Hong Kong. In merely seven 
days, I became friends with refugees and heard their shocking life stories, performed on stage in a 
public theatre for the first time in my life and voiced out for this group of neglected minorities in my city.

Before this project week, I stereotyped refugees in Hong Kong as locusts of our society who came to 
look for job opportunities and social benefits. However, meeting the refugees in person made me 
realize my ignorance. My refugee partner was a well-respected army officer in his country, but he and 
his family had to flee for their lives due to threats from the rebel forces. They have nowhere to go but 
to come to Hong Kong, where they cannot work and have to rely on government subsidies. In fact, 
they are thankful for the Hong Kong government’s support and would like to gain their official refugee 
status from the United Nations as soon as possible so that they can leave Hong Kong to live in the 
USA or Canada.

As beginners in theatre, putting a performance together to tell the refugees’ stories in two days 
seemed like mission impossible for us, but we made it possible through immense effort and amazing 
teamwork under the guidance of our devoted theatre teacher, Steve. The impact of our  performance 
may not be very significant, but I am glad to have helped in taking this baby step to raise people’s 
awareness about these forgotten members of our society.

Kristy Yim from Hong Kong,
LPC year 2 student

These are only few examples. Experiential learning is a key feature of the UWC educational model. Students are given the 
opportunity to take the lead on a wide range of volunteering projects instilling an enduring commitment to social 
responsibility. A UWC education is a transformational experience which equips students socially, academically, 
philosophically and morally for their journey through life.

Hailing all the way from Turkey, one thing that I have tried to make sure throughout my time here in 
Hong Kong, was to take advantage of all the opportunities available around me. Not only at our lovely 
picturesque campus, but also outside of it. Hong Kong is our playground. 

Hong Kong gave me the chance to join China-Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra as a 
bassoonist at the beginning of my first year. The pool of funds available for trips at LPC enabled me 
to organize a Project Week trip to Indonesia with the funding available to lobby local governments 
about domestic helper rights. The Quan Cai program provided an opportunity to learn traditional and 
modern South Asian dances, while the diverse community service program gave me the necessary 
skill-set to be able to organize a conflict management conference for Muslim and Christian students 
from Mindanao. Through the academic program available, I had a chance to write and direct my own 
play with a company of friends. With the huge diversity of lovely people present at our campus I got 
to find lifelong friendships that go across continents.

These are only some of the few experiences from a long list that my United World College education 
has provided to me. There has not been a single day in which I did not learn something new or 
change my opinion on something that I was hundred percent sure that I would not change my opinion 
on. This is what a United World College is to me, a combination of unbelievably educational 
experiences, and the transformation that they bring. Transformation is the keyword. 

Cengiz Cemaloglu from
Turkey, LPC year 2 student

Arzucan Askin, from 
Germany, LPC year 1 
student 

Studying at Li Po Chun United World College has changed my life and given me the opportunity to 
achieve my goal of making an impactful positive change in people’s lives. For example, I have 
worked with "Students against Slavery" for girls in Cambodia who have been rescued from forced 
prostitution,  campaigned for human rights both on and off campus and had the incredible 
opportunity to learn and share the heartfelt stories of refugees who have arrived in Hong Kong. All 
of us share the dream to make the world a better place, and UWC has given us the foundation for 
making that dream come true. Studying at a UWC has also changed my perception of the world: 
countries that I had only heard of, but never visited, never had a chance to experience, are not 
unknown to me anymore. I can happily say that I have friends from all parts of the world. The UWC 
mission and values are not just phrases, but they are deeply incorporated in my everyday life here 
and will be guiding me throughout my future. 
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Spotlight

‘ul imin’ Art Exhibition 2014 By Selwyn Price

As the culmination of their Diploma Programme Visual Arts course, 
second-year students showcase their artwork through the annual 
exhibition. Creating a real-life situation as an exhibiting artist, the 
exhibition gives them the opportunity to learn how to hang a group 
exhibition, engage with the broader community, including face-to-face 
discussions on the opening night, and contribute back to the UWC 
movement through donations of their art work for auction. 

The auction gives Visual Arts students another opportunity to experience 
the real-life world of an artist, and here they have the opportunity to 
observe a microcosm of the art market. There are a range of bidder 
motivations, depending on whether they are family, alum, teacher or 
fellow student, and they are able to contrast these to the formal 
assessment criteria. As always, the Visual Arts students of Li Po Chun 
are accomplished in their ability to inform their viewers about the ideas 
and processes that lead to the creation of their personal body of work.

Conceptually this year’s students collect their ideas from a range of 
sources and experiences, including their studies in other subject areas. 
Gender and environmental issues feature large, and often the size of the 
work reflects the importance of the issue, although some of the most 
powerful statements are quite intimate, and sometimes challenge some 
viewers.

This results in a dazzling display, with the eighteen students covering a 
broad range of techniques and ideas in their art work. The students use 
traditional drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpting processes, as 
well as digital imagery that includes photography, film and animation. In 
many cases a mix of ‘old school’ in combination with the latest software 
creates startling images and concepts that resonate across generations.

One feature running through many pieces is a subtle sense of 
self-deprecating humour, and perhaps it is this that led to one board 
member’s comment that this year’s exhibition is “less dark” than 
previously. 
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Events Snapshots

Twelve LPC students embarked on an incredible 
personal challenge and learning experience as 
participants in the Verbatim Theatre Project Week 
trip that took place this February. The challenges 
included:

• Most of the students had no prior theatre/ 
performance experience

• The students only had one week in which to 
devise and perform a full length play

• The performance would take place before the 
public at the Fringe Club, Hong Kong

• The students would be working with a group of 
asylum seekers and refugees from the Christian 
Action Refugee Service Centre in Chungking 
Mansions, ETST. 

• In one week, the students would be required to 
bond with the refugees and delicately 
encourage them to share their stories – all of which were traumatic and emotional. 

• The Service aspect was multidimensional – provide a ‘voice’ and therapeutic support for the refugees and raise money for the refugee 
centre arts programme. 

The students proved to be outstanding in their engagement with the challenges outlined. Firstly, they grappled with the concept of 
Verbatim Theatre. Verbatim Theatre is a documentary style theatre form in which a group or community of people tell their stories to the 
theatre company. The theatre company then create a piece of theatre using the actual words spoken by the group as a basis for the 
performance. As well as a therapeutic sharing, the voices of people otherwise unrepresented, can be heard! The refugees certainly had 
a voice worth hearing. On the one hand was the harrowing tales of their escape from life threatening situations in their home countries 
(I was struck by these seemingly ‘ordinary’ people next to me that had endured unspeakable acts of torture, rape, being shot and seeing 
loved ones murdered). On the other hand, their realisation on arrival in Hong Kong that life is, “a beautiful prison.” For instance, in Hong 
Kong asylum seekers are not permitted to work and earn a living. Their housing allowance is inadequate and their food allowance is 
given as bags of food, often inappropriate, insufficient or of poor quality. Some wait for up to ten years to achieve refugee status and 
move on with their lives.  

The two groups bonded surprisingly quickly and effectively, showing great commitment to the process and each other. The students 
used games, exercises and social interactions (like lunch) as well as formal interviews to learn the life stories of the refugees. The 
students then created monologues portraying their meetings with their refugee partner. These monologues were shared with the 
refugees to ensure they were accurate and acceptable to them. Then with just a day and a half left, came the challenge of weaving the 
monologues into a 90 minute performance piece. 

The night of the performance was a sell out and the performance went extremely well. All of the refugees attended along with families, 
friends, refugee centre staff and the general public. The show was preceded by a full scale press conference, attended by all the top 
Hong Kong newspapers (following an RTHK interview earlier in the week). By the end of the performance, the plight of refugees in Hong 
Kong had been publicised, money had been raised through ticket sales for the refugee centre and not a few tears had been shed as the 
LPC student performers paid honour to their refugee partners with performances that brought their personalities and stories to life in a 
powerful yet sensitive manner! The students had learned a great deal, not least about looking beyond the stereotype image of refugees 
in Hong Kong and as we sat together enjoying pizza after the show, it was as friends and fellow humans, a little wiser and a little 
emotionally healed, looking forward to future collaborations together.  

My special thanks to the wonderful group of LPC students who committed 200% to everything we did, to the refugees who humbled us 
with their stories and their spirit and to Jan Beasley who provided counselling support throughout.
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UWC Media Campaign in Hong Kong
Special thanks to a group of individual donors who committed to sponsor the expenses for LPCUWC 
to launch our very first media campaign in Hong Kong in March 2014. The campaign soft-launched 
in late February to report on Verbatim Theatre, one of our LPC Project Week projects which brought 
life-changing experience to our students. It then formally launched in March till May 2014 to increase 
the overall awareness of the UWC movement in Hong Kong and to assist with developing greater 
awareness of the movement for future student applications as well as for donations towards 
supporting for our scholarships. A total of 13 articles have been published in four major Chinese 
newspapers and two major English newspapers in HK. Two radio interviews 
were produced with RTHK Radio 3 and Metro Radio respectively. Special 
thanks again to those students and teachers who helped support the media 
interviews. Our heartfelt thanks to Mrs. Joyce Samoutou, Dr. Fung Hong, Mr. 
Ken Yeung, Mr. Garbriel Pak, Miss Stephanie Kwok and Mr. Jing Wong for 
contributing their time and efforts to support this media campaign.

In mid-March, a filming crew from UWC International London was on our 
campus to shoot a short UWC promotional video. The video is to be used 
for student recruitment, fundraising and any events that needs a video 
that clearly explains what UWC is, what we do and what it means to be a 
UWC student. Special thanks to those students and teachers who have 
supported the filming.

Production of UWC
promotional video

Inspirational Guest 
Speakers
We are fortunate to have Joyce Wong Samoutou, AC 
alumni (top photo) coming to speak at the College on 12 
March. Joyce left her profession as a doctor in Leeds, UK 
in 2012 to set up the first eye clinic in the history of the 
Republic of Congo. 

Jason Ng, Adriatic alumni (bottom photo, the right one) gave a talk 
about his experience in UWC and how this experience has broadened 
his view of the world at LPC on 15 April. Jason is a lawyer but he writes 
and gives talk to students in his free times. 
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With your generosity, more inspiring students will be able to experience UWC 
and live the UWC values!

* Direct bank-in through “Hang Seng Bank” (Account No.: 262-311111-012)

* Cheque: payable to “Li Po Chun United World College (Hong Kong), Ltd”

Name (Mr. / Ms.):                    (English)               (Chinese)

Contact No.:     Email:

Address: 

Please mail the completed form together with your cheque/ the original of bank-in slip to 

“Li Po Chun UWC, 10 Lok Wo Sha Lane, Sai Sha Road, Ma On Shan, Shatin, N.T.” with attention to Stephanie Chan. 

Your life-changing gift
starts here!!

08

Donor’s information: 

Donation Method:

I would like to make a single donation of:

* HK$3,000              * HK$1,000              * Your choice of donation: HK$

UWC is committed to ensuring that as many students as possible 
experience a UWC education regardless of their nationalities, 
socioeconomic, cultural, racial or religious backgrounds and experience. 

UWC achieves this through its selection process based on potential and 
merit and through the provision of scholarships. To continue our work, 
UWC relies on your donations!

“My UWC Experience changed my life. The UWC movement is becoming a
true force to make this a better world,” Niki Ashton, Canada (Li Po Chun, 
HK ’99-’01) Member of Parliament, Canada

To date, UWC has inspired a world-wide network of 50,000 leaders who 
have personally proven how education can be used as a force to unite
people, nations and cultures for peace and a sustainable future.




